196          THE RESURGENCE OF -PRUSSIA
power the Napoleonic conquest, acting on minds rendered plastic by defeat, produced two lasting and fruitful results, the University of Berlin and the Prussian army, the first the creation of William von Humboldt, the second the work of a man as academic as Stonewall Jackson himself, General Scharnhorst, the modest and- learned Hanoverian artillerist. Universities have played a large part in German life, and during the whole course of the nineteenth century have exercised a special influence over political thought and action in Germany. The University of Berlin, which owes its foundation to the incorporation of Halle, formerly the academic seminary for the Prussian civil service in the upstart kingdom of Westphalia, has now conquered for itself an unchallenged supremacy among the homes of German learning and has helped to obliterate the older reputation of Prussia as a rough, ignorant, and unlettered country. It has also performed something of the service which Napoleon expected of the University of France. Created and fostered by tlie Government, this pliant and powerful corporation has readily placed its vast sources of moral influence and intellectual strength at the disposal of the State, preaching the gospel of Prussian patriotism, resisting the insidious advance of disintegrating theory, and framing elaborate and learned apologies for viola* tions of public law and economic fairness* It has defended the seizure of Silesia, the partitions of Poland, the treaty of Basle, the annexation of the Danish duchies, and the violation of Belgian neutrality* It has invented the doctrine of 'a Prussian mission', discoursed eloquently and learnedly on the untenable thesis that Prussia had always maintained, as Austria has continually abandoned, the true interests of Germany* and in a word has given far more support to the Hohenssollem policy than the ^University of France ever brought to the House of Napoleon* As it has never been degraded by the servility of a Fontanes, so it has never gained lustre from the , brilliant defiance of a Renan or a Michelet,
Universities had long been an honourable and prominent
eature in German life, and there was nothing either in the
constitution or in the early character of the University of
Berlin which marked it as distinct from, or in any way